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!KEY FACTS!
This is a compulsory subject for all GCSE students.
EXAMINING BOARD: Edexcel
SYLLABUS/CODE: Mathematics 1MA1

What are the benefits of studying Mathematics?

Aside from the obvious reasons of love of, and interest in the subject, Mathematics is one of the most powerful 
tools for analysis and problem solving known to mankind. 

It is vital for students to study Mathematics for the following reasons: 

• To develop logical and creative thinking processes in order to improve problem solving ability 
• To increase the capacity of their brain through vigorous efforts to solve problems and overcome

difficulties in understanding
• To pick up the mathematical skills necessary for everyday life
• To develop a skills base for further study of mathematics or for a career involving higher level

mathematics
• To obtain qualifications which are vital for certain careers or further study

What will students have the opportunity to study? 

At Dubai English Speaking College, we offer a two-year GCSE course which runs through Year 10 and 11. Students 
will be entered for the relevant examinations at the end of Year 11. 

How will students be assessed in GCSE Mathematics? 

There are two tiers of entry - Foundation (F) (Grades 1 to 5, equivalent to Grade G to B) and Higher (H) (Grades 4 
to 9, equivalent to Grade D to A*). Both entry levels are assessed by three examinations, one non-calculator 
paper and two calculator papers. These examinations have equal weighting towards the final award. The content 
covered on these papers will comprise a mixture of the following topics: 

• Number
• Algebra
• Ratio, Proportion and rates of change
• Geometry and Measure
• Statistics and Probability

There is no coursework for GCSE Mathematics. 

1 Examination 

2 Examination 

3 Examination 

GCSE 
Mathematics Non-calculator 

GCSE Mathematics 
Calculator 

GCSE Mathematics 
Calculator 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT: 
MS SHARON DAVIES, DIRECTOR OF MATHEMATICS 

1/3 1 hr 30 mins 

1/3 1 hr 30 mins 

1/3 1hr 30 mins 
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!KEY FACTS!
EXAMINING BOARD: AQA
SYLLABUS/CODE: FRENCH 8658 /SPANISH 8698

What are the benefits of studying GCSE French and/or Spanish? 

Improved communications, greater opportunities for travel and the increasingly multilingual and 
multicultural composition of our society mean that distance and national frontiers are no longer a barrier 
to contact with a rich diversity of people from different cultural backgrounds. As well as contributing to 
students' development as citizens, Modern Foreign Languages have the potential to enrich their lives. They 
develop students' understanding and appreciation of different countries, cultures, people and 
communities, making students aware that they are citizens of the world, especially in a multicultural city 
like Dubai. They lay the foundations for the study of other languages later in life, to be used for pleasure 
or for work. 

Being able to communicate in a foreign language can broaden the range and variety of accessible 
careers, improving employability and facilitating personal mobility. While only a few jobs require specialist 
expertise in other languages, foreign language skills are desirable and useful in a wide range of careers at 
different levels. As well as increasing employability, they can really enhance career opportunities and 
variety. People with foreign language skills tend to have good communication skills, which enhance their 
employment prospects. 

What will students have the opportunity to study? 

The GCSE in either French or Spanish builds on the work covered in Key Stage 3 in the four skill areas of 
listening, speaking, reading and writing. Three themes are covered: identity and culture, local national 
international and global areas of interest and current and future study and employment. 

It is hoped that an exchange programme or a residential visit will be arranged to provide an opportunity 
for students to experience at first hand the language and culture of their chosen specialism. 

How will students be assessed in GCSE French and Spanish? 

1 Listening Examination 25% 
Foundation: 35mins 

Higher: 45mins 

2 Speaking Examination 25% 
Foundation: 7- 9mins 

Higher: 10-12mins 

3 Reading Examination 25% 
Foundation: 45mins 

Higher: 60mins 

4 Writing Examination 25% 
Foundation: 60mins 

Higher: 75mins 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT: 
MR PHILIPPE DELATTRE, HEAD OF LANGUAGES 
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!KEY FACTS!
EXAMINING BOARD: Cambridge
SYLLABUS CODE: 0983

What are the benefits of studying IGCSE ICT? 

The IGCSE ICT course gives students the opportunity to examine a range of past, current and future technologies 
along with their impact on our everyday lives. ICT has and will continue to have a huge impact on the future of 
Business, Education, Healthcare, Leisure, Politics and the Environment. Alongside developing students' 
knowledge and understanding of ICT, the IGCSE ICT course develops student's practical ICT skills with students 
exploring a range of up to date, industry standard software. The course allows students to develop a range of ICT 
skills that are valuable in other subjects and future employment. 

What will students have the opportunity to study? 

This new and innovative IGCSE course is a hands on and engaging course. It allows students to learn new skills 
and maintain an interest in this ever-changing and evolving subject. It will build on young people's knowledge 
and use of digital devices and explores how technology impacts on every aspect of the world that we live in. 
Students who take this course will understand the benefits of using technology and know how to use ICT safely, 
conscientiously and responsibly. The course comprises of one theoretical examination and one practical 
controlled assessment. 

During the ICT course, students will study the following areas: -
• Digital Citizenship
• Digital Devices
• Connectivity
• Operating Online
• IT and the Law
• Practical Software Skills
• Data Security and Ethics
• ICT in Business, Healthcare, Government, Politics and the Environment

Students will have the opportunity to develop the following skills throughout the course: -
• Critical Thinking
• Problem Solving
• Communication
• Interpersonal and lntrapersonal Skills
• Innovation
• E-commerce
• Collaboration
• Marketing
• Self-Regulation and Self Evaluation

How will students be assessed in GCSE ICT? 

P1: Theory Written Paper 

P2: Practical Document Production 

P3: Practical Web Design 

40% 

30% 

30% 

2hr 

2hrs 30mins 

2hrs 30mins 

What can students do next? 

An A level IT qualification followed by a range of university qualifications. The course compliments a range of 
other subjects and careers paths including Media, Business, Psychology, Finance, Engineering and Law to name a few. 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT: 
MR EBRAHIM RAWAT, HEAD OF ICT AND COMPUTER SCIENCE 

26



!KEY FACTS!
EXAMINING BOARD: AQA
SYLLABUS/CODE: Media Studies 8572

What are the benefits of studying GCSE Media Studies?

Do you ever question what you read online? Do you trust newspapers and magazines? To what extent is your
life controlled by social networking? How do messages in the media impact on society? Media is everywhere,
influencing and shaping our perceptions, attitudes, desires and behaviour.

This dynamic course is designed to make learning interesting, challenging, creative and fun. It offers
students the opportunity to study all aspects of the Media (print, broadcasting and e-media) that are of key
importance to their understanding and experiences of the world.

What will students have the opportunity to study?

■ Practical production work which integrates media theories and concepts
■ Assignments for real audiences and uses
■ The chance to study across a range of different media
■ Opportunities to learn about real media products and industries
■ Extensive and meaningful coverage of media theory and practice

Course content: 
Students will explore all of the different media forms (advertising, music, video, film, TV, radio, online, 
news, gaming, magazines and newspapers) in order to understanding the key concepts in media: 

Media Language: how meaning is created in media products using techniques such as camerawork, editing, 
sound, costume, lighting etc and setting. 

Media Industries: the companies that produce and distribute our media. Who are they? Who owns them? Why 
does this matter? We will also explore issues such as censorship and regulation and the impact of new 
technologies on the industry. 

Media Audiences: how do these industries target audiences and how are these audiences affected by the 
media? 

Media Representations: how are people, places and events represented in the media? How close to reality is 
it? What role do stereotypes play? Students will then use this knowledge to explore media texts from a 
variety of media texts and platforms. 

Students will also have the opportunity to develop their skills in filming, photography, photo and video 
editing, graphics and page design. 

It is required that students opting for Media Studies GCSE have access to a laptop for the completion of the Non
Exam Assessment. 

How will students be assessed in GCSE Media Studies? 

2 

3 

Paper 1 

Paper 2 

Non-exam 
assessment 

Examination 84 marks 

Examination 84 marks 

Coursework production 
60 marks 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT: 
MR MATHEW LLEWELLYN, HEAD OF MEDIA STUDIES 

35% 1hr 30mins 

35% 1hr 30mins 

30% N/A 
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