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Additional communication platforms 

Go 4 Schools (www.go4schools.com) – App and Website - The main platform for academic 
progress and attainment.  Shows your child’s Minimum Expected Grade (MEG) and is updated 
with assessment results in real time.  Full student reports are accessible from the Go 4 
Schools website. 

SchoolsBuddy – Used for Extra Curricular Activities sign up (3 times per year). 

SchoolCloud (https://desc.schoolcloud.co.uk) – Online Parent Evening System. 

SOCS (www.descsport.com) - App and Website for sports fixtures, team selections and 
results information.    

Social Media 

At DESC, we have very active  and  successful social media accounts on Facebook, Twitter, 
lnstagram and YouTube with a large number of followers. 

Please note that important information will never be solely shared or communicated on 
social media platforms and it is entirely optional whether you engage with our social media 
platforms. 

However, we would encourage you to follow us as stories from our students, teachers and 
staff are shared as well as photographs and videos from events, activities, and daily 
life at DESC. 

• Facebook: www.facebook.com/descdubai
• Instagram: www.instagram. com/ dubaienglishspeakingcollege
• Youtube: www.youtube.com/ dubaienglishspeakingcollege
• Twitter: www.twitter.com/descdubai

Your contact details 

Please ensure that we have the correct contact details for you at all times. If your email 
address, phone number or location address changes at any time, please update your 
personal details via the Parent Portal or contact our Admissions Team on 
admissions@dessc.sch.ae. 

If you have any queries regarding our communications, please do not hesitate to contact 
Mrs Lisa Henry, Marketing, Strategy & Business Development Manager on 
headofmarketing@dessc.sch.ae. 
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EQUIPMENT (STATIONERY) 

Students at DESC will be provided with all of the text and exercise books required for each 
subject; these will be handed out to each student during the first week of the new academic 
year, as they begin each new subject. After this, students must come to lessons properly 
equipped, bringing with them the necessary books and equipment for the day's lessons. We 
feel that it is important that the students should learn to accept responsibility for 
themselves in such matters. Textbooks will be collected in at the end of each academic 
year; any missing books will be charged for. 

You will also need the following items, all of which can now be conveniently purchased here 
at DESC from our Reprographics Department throughout the year. These items can be 
purchased individually, or as a stationery pack. 

Included in the stationery packs will be the following items: 

EXAM PACK A: 15 dhs 

2 X HB PENCILS 
2 X BLACK BALL PENS 
1 X RULER 
1 X SHARPENER 
1 X ERASER 
1 X PACK OF 4 HIGHLIGHTERS 

EXAM PACK A: 100 dhs 

AS ABOVE BUT WITH CALCULATOR AND MATHS SET 

NEW STARTER PACK: 75 dhs 

1 X BOX OF 12 HB PENCILS 
1 X BOX OF 12 2B PENCILS 
1 X PACK OF 12 COLOURED PENCILS 1 X PACK OF 12 FELT TIP PENS 
1 X PACK OF 4 HIGHLIGHTERS 
1 X WHITEBOARD MARKERS 
1 X GLUE STICK 
1 X ERASER 
1 X SHARPENER 
1 X RULER 
1 X MATHS SET 
1 X BLACK BALL PENS 

EXTRAS: 

CALCULATOR (FX-991 EX) - 80 dhs, DICTIONARY - 55 dhs, MATHS SET - 5 dhs 

Whiteout, such as Tippex, must not be used in College. 

PLEASE ENSURE THAT ALL EQUIPMENT IS CLEARLY MARKED WITH YOUR NAME. 
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The role of the College Nurse at DESC 
We have a part-time Doctor and three full-time Nurses available during 

the College day from 7:30am-4:30pm. You are welcome to contact our 
Nurses to discuss any health concerns you may have about your child(ren). 

    The Nurse's primary role is to: 

■ Administer first aid and emergency care to students
■ Measure students height, weight and BMI
■ Collaborate with parents and staff regarding specific health-related concerns
■ Coordinate and supervise College medical examinations
■ Offer health advice

The medical declaration and immunisation record are to be completed and 
handed in to Admissions when the deposit is paid. 

The Dubai Health Authority requires that schools carry out a school medical 
on all new students and those in Year 10. The school Doctor will perform 
these medicals and a report will be sent to the parents. 

It is a Dubai Health Authority requirement that school keep copies of all  

student's immunisation records and upload them to the HASANA System. It is 
important that students are vaccinated according to the recommended 
schedule. We will offer limited vaccinations at school. This information will 
be shared on the Parent Portal. 

In order to minimise the spread of infection and communicable diseases, DESC 
has infection control procedures, these include DHA regulations with regard to 
COVID 19. 

Medication 
Medication should not be carried by students (except emergency medication 
i.e. inhalers, epipens, insulin). A full list of medications in the clinic is
available within the medical form. If your child needs another type
of medicine within the school day, i.e. antibiotic, anti-depressants, etc please
ensure that this is handed into the Clinic. The medicine should be marked with
the student’s name along with the required dose and time.

Communication 
Any relevant medical information/announcements throughout the school 
year will be found on the Parent Portal/mobile app. Please do not hesitate to 

contact the nurses with any questions or queries that you may have via the 
College Reception or by email to descseniornurse@dessc.sch.ae. 

MEDICAL INFORMATION 
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At Harness Foods, we base our service on three core pillars of health, sustainability, and 
community. We focus on providing the DESC community with nutritious, wholesome meals to 
fuel tomorrow’s minds at an affordable price.  

Locations 

At DESC, students will find us serving a wide variety of hot and cold food and beverages from 
DESCafe. In  H Block, students can purchase grab & go items and healthy smoothies. Sixth 
Form students have access to their own café located within the Sixth Form Centre.   

Payment 

Our hybrid payment system allows parents to choose what suits them best. All our service 
points have universal contactless card terminals which accept all major debit or credit cards. 
We have partnered with Edfundo, which provides a debit card specifically designed for 
students. It allows parents to top up and manage their child’s allowance directly through the 
Edfundo application available on Android and IOS.  Please note that mobile phones can only 
be used as a payment device in the 6th Form café. 

We do not accept cash directly at our food service points; however, if you prefer to give your 
child a cash allowance, please register for our E-Wallet cards which can be topped up using 
cash at designated stations in all outlets.  

Please click the following link for more important information at Harness Foods and how to 
sign up for our payment methods.  

Harness Food Welcome Letter 

For any questions, please email info@harnessfood.com 
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Please click here for a video regarding Assessment at DESC 

Please find a number of Frequently Asked Questions 
regarding assessment at DESC: 

How do we track student progress and 
attainment at DESC? 

We use an online assessment platform called Go4Schools. 

Go4Schools is used at DESC to: 

▪ Track student progress and attainment across the curriculum

▪ Identify students who are showing signs of underperformance and provide personalised
support

▪ Identify, analyse and monitor trends in student performance across our College community

▪ Enable students to login and view their own progress across all year groups at the College.

As a parent, what can I expect from the 
Go4Schools app?  

▪ Student performance against their
MEG across the curriculum.

▪ ‘At A Glance’ progress report (brief
snapshot of student assessment
profile – see below).

▪ Detailed data for each subject that

will appear as the academic year goes
on.

Parents should 

download the 
Go4Schools app by 
clicking on the icon 

(above) 

An example of 
a student 
profile on 

Go4Schools 

MEG Current Attainment Assessments 

Key information for parents: 
▪ Students have a Minimum Expected Grade (MEG) for each

subject that they study. This is not a target grade and represents
what a student would be expected to achieve if they make
average progress based on their starting point.

▪ Assessments undertaken throughout the year contribute to a
‘rolling average’ known as Current Attainment.

▪ Some assessments are weighted differently to reflect how
subjects differ (e.g. some subjects place different emphasis on
skills and/or knowledge)

▪ Please keep in mind that some subjects will be entering data at
different times due to the nature of their curriculum and
assessments. After Progress Week 1, for example, there may
only be a Current Attainment showing for CORE subjects.

▪ Remember: Learning is a complex and unpredictable process.
Progress and attainment are never straightforward. Students are
expected to make progress, but sometimes this can take time
and rarely happens in a linear fashion.

Exemplar teacher markbook 
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Below are some useful videos regarding a) how assessment works at the College b) the role of 
MEGs in the assessment process and c) how current attainment works: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Where can I find information regarding the different assessments that my 
son/daughter are undertaking across the curriculum at Key Stage 3, 4 and 5? 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Key Stage 3 (Years 7-9) Key Stage 4 (GCSE) Key Stage 5 (A Level) 

How does 
assessment work at 

DESC? 
 

The basics 

What is a MEG? 
 

Key terminology 
explained 

Current Attainment 
 

How to use Go4Schools 
effectively 

Please click on the 
icons (right) to 

access basic 
introductions to 

how DESC 
Assessment works 

At Key Stage 3, parents will 
find all of the information 
required for KS3 assessments 
in the Key Stage 3 Recognise 
sheets. In this booklet, you will 
find information regarding 
Progress Weeks, how to 
prepare, the topics to revise, 
and the types of assessments 
that will be taking place in each 
subject. 
 

At Key Stage 4, parents can find 
all of the assessment information 
for all GCSE subjects in the 
Curriculum and Assessment 
Calendar. For each subject, this 
document contains information 
on: 
▪ Assessments and data 

releases 
▪ Exam boards 
▪ Exemplar materials 
▪ Revision resources 

 

At Key Stage 5, parents will be 
sent a similar Curriculum and 
Assessment Calendar to the 
Key Stage 4 document, and 
the information relates to A 
Levels and BTEC 
qualifications.  
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How will DESC communicate with me regarding my son/daughter’s progress and attainment? 
 
Progress Reports 

 
At Key Stages 3, 4 and 5, students receive three Progress Reports 
during the course of an academic year. These can be found on 
Go4Schools by clicking on the Reports tab and then on the PDF 
document. These reports are released at different times depending 
on the Key Stage. For example, Years 7, 8 and 9 receive one Progress 
Report after a Progress Week at the end of each term.  
 
This ensures that you as parents receive a ‘snapshot’ of how your 
son/daughter is getting on. Please keep in mind that you can login to 
Go4Schools at any time to check on your son/daughter’s progress 
(the data is live). 

Go4Schools: What does a ‘Snapshot’ demonstrate? 
 
The ‘Snapshot’ within the Progress Report allows you to see a clear visual representation 

of your son/daughter’s progress  as measured against their Minimum Expected Grade. Please 

note a ‘0’ (zero) represents expected progress, whilst a positive or negative number would 

represent either excellent or less than expected progress. Please see example below: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Exemplar  
‘Snapshot' Go4Schools helps to provide a ‘snapshot’ of attainment 

against a student’s MEG in each subject. 

Learning is never ‘linear’ and occasionally students will 
fall below their MEG in a subject. This will then ‘trigger’ 
intervention from their teacher in that subject. 

It is important to view this data in the wider context of an 
academic year and Key Stage. MEGs are not targets, and 
students should always aspire to reach and exceed their 
MEGs across all subjects as they work their way through 
assessments. 
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Attitude to Learning 

The final part of a Progress Report is an A2L grade. This reflects how well a student has worked 
in each subject. The following is a summary of how A2L grades are decided: 
 

Exemplary 
Learners 

4 
A highly motivated exemplary student. A reflective learner who works hard and 
is highly     organised. 

Consistent 
Learners 

3 
A motivated student, who demonstrates a keen interest in their work and is 
determined     to do well. 

Inconsistent 
Learners 

2 
A student who has an inconsistent attitude to learning. They have displayed 
some motivation and initiative and have sought assistance at times. Their 
behaviour may have     a negative impact on their learning. 

Disengaged 
Learners 

1 
A student who lacks initiative or motivation. They may have shown the capacity 
to learn but at times have chosen not to do so. Their behaviour can have a 
negative impact on other people’s learning. 

 

Parent Consultation Evenings 
 

Parent Consultation Evenings are carefully woven into the College calendar so that when you 
have received a Progress Report, you can then meet with your son/daughter’s teachers to 
discuss their performance. Teachers will discuss how students have performed against their 
MEG, identify strengths and highlight areas for development. DESC teachers set assessments 
as a formative and developmental process, and students should consequently use feedback from 
teachers and their progress reports to help enhance their performance in future assessments. 
 

What happens if my son/daughter falls below their MEG? 
 
Students occasionally find that they are working below their Minimum Expected Grade in a 
subject. In these circumstances, their teachers will provide personalised intervention in order to 
ensure that students are on track. 
 

What other types of testing occurs during an academic year? What are these 
tests for? Does my son/daughter need to participate? 
 
Students at DESC undertake a wide range of testing. Some testing has obvious and practical 
rationale (such as the CAT4 testing that is used in conjunction with previous data to establish 
students’ Minimum Expected Grades across all Key Stages). Other testing is government 
mandated by the Knowledge and Human Development Authority (KHDA). An example of 
statutory testing are the PISA and TIMMS testing.  
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Below you will find useful definitions of the types of testing that occurs at the 
College: 
 

Go4Schools 
Assessment tracking system 

(DESC) 

An online data tracking system that allows us to 
monitor students both individually and collectively. It 
helps us to identify trends in student performance 
and ensure that data drives teaching and learning. 
Both parents and students can log in and track 
progress/attainment. 
 

GCSE 
General Certificate of 
Secondary Education 

Students undertake these qualifications during Year 
10 and 11 (14-16). 
 

A Level Advanced Level Qualifications 
Students undertake these qualifications during Year 
12 and 13 (16-18). 
 

Key Stage 4 
and 5 

Curriculum 
and 

Assessment 
Calendar 

An overview of key 
assessments at GCSE and A 

Level 

A calendar that details assessments that contribute 
to current attainment on Go4Schools (separate 
booklets for KS4 and 5) 

Progress 
Weeks 

Five calendared weeks during 
which assessments take place 

at Key Stage 3 

Progress Weeks are there to protect key 
assessment opportunities for students. Year 7,8 and 
9 students undertake assessments during these 
weeks, and then reflect on their work during RISE 
WEEKS. 
 

Recognise 
Sheets 

Key Stage 3 assessment 
information booklets 

These are produced by each subject in order to 
outline the key content and skills required for 
assessments during Progress Weeks. They are 
published for parents in order to help them to 
provide support for assessments. 
 

CAT4 Cognitive Ability Tests  (GL) 

Taken by students in 7, 10 and 12 in order to 
establish future learning potential/MEGs. (Four 
‘batteries’/key areas tested). 
 

MEG Minimum Expected Grades 

Each student will be issued with a MEG per subject 
at each key stage (at GCSE this is 9-1, at A Level 
this is A*-G). These are generated by the CAT4 
testing. 
 

PASS 
Pupil Attitudes to Self and 

School Survey (GL) 

The PASS test gives us an indicator about a child’s 
attitudes to school. This information is used to 
identify any potential barriers to learning.  
 

NGRT New Group Reading Test (GL) 

This is a standardised test that is taken by students 
in order to establish how able they are at reading 
against national averages. It allows us to also 
determine key data such as reading ages. 
 

PTS/M/E 
Progress Tests in 

Science/Mathematics /English 
(GL) 

KHDA mandatory tests. The data from the tests 
allows us to compare ourselves with schools 
nationally and internationally. We also use it 
alongside teacher assessment data and to inform 
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school development action planning. Students take 
these tests at the end of every year from Year 4. 
 

BTEC 
Work related qualifications 

(vocational) 

Some students opt to undertake these instead of 
traditional A Levels. They are career focused 
qualifications that develop the skills, knowledge and 
behaviours that universities and employers are 
looking for. 
 

PISA 
Programme for International 

Student Assessment 

Mandatory International Assessment that focuses on 
students’ ability to use their reading, maths and 
science knowledge and apply it to real world 
situations. Students are selected at random from 
Year 10 (must be 15 years old) every three years. 

TIMSS 
Trends in International 

Mathematics and Science Study 

Mandatory International Assessment taken in Year 5 
and Year 9 every 4 years to measure trends in 
Science and Maths.  
 

SEND 
Special Educational Needs and 

Disabilities 

SEND students are those who require additional 
support at the School and College. This could be 
due to a disability, disorder, impairment or anything 
else that might affect a student’s ability to engage 
with education. 
 

 

Where can I find additional information about the public examinations at Key 
Stages 4 and 5? 
 
GCSE and A Level Examinations 
 
Students at DESC sit both internal and external assessments and examinations. Students from 
Years 10 to 13 sit external examinations (a small number of Year 9 students also sit 
examinations). These external examinations are the GCSE and GCE ( A Level) examinations. 
The fees for the external examinations are in addition to tuition fees and are charged based on 
the subject entries for each student. 
 
Further details  regarding examinations can be found in our Exams Guidebook, which can be 
found on the Examinations section of our website HERE. On the website, you will find useful 
information regarding: 
 

1. GCSE and A Level Results: A detailed breakdown of our exceptional results across Key 
Stages 4 and 5.  

 
2. DESC Examinations Guidebook: All of the information that both parents and students 

require before embarking upon their GCSE and A Level examinations. 
 

3. DESC Exam Pack: A list of equipment that all GCSE and A Level students require for 
their examinations. 

 
Study Leave 
 
Year 11 and 13 students will be given official study leave periods, which will be notified in writing. 
For other year groups, and for examinations that occur outside of  official study leave periods,  
students may have the day of an exam off from College to study. This is classed as authorised 
absence. Any further time taken off from College for studying will be classed as unauthorised. 
For mock examinations (sometimes referred to as End of Year Exams), students may be given 
study leave. 
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Please click here for an information video on the DESC curriculum. 

The DESC curriculum is organised to maximise time spent learning in the classroom and to ensure a 
personalised and inclusive experience for all students. 

The College follows the British Curriculum and therefore offers GCSE, A level and BTEC qualifications. 
Over the course of a week, students are taught 29 timetabled lessons. 

KS3 Curriculum 

DESC's KS3 Curriculum is innovative. With a focus on creating memorable, active and diverse learning 
experiences for our students, there are extensive opportunities to ensure that talents, aspirations and 
interests are nurtured. The overall structure of the Key Stage is based on a rhythm with Progress 
(assessment) and RISE (reflection) weeks built in to compliment the natural learning cycle and to 
provide students with the opportunities to make sustained progress. Transfer of learning between 
different subjects is systematically planned to ensure that students are increasing both their 
knowledge and their skill, in interesting contexts. 
Emphasis is placed on the transition in and out of this vital Key Stage to ensure that it is seamless and  
meaningful. Schemes of work are regularly and rigorously reviewed to keep the Curriculum fresh, 
exciting, relevant and in line with National and Emirate priorities. Our inclusive ethos ensures that 
experiences are personalised and that students are prepared and eager for the next stage in their 
DESC journey. 

KS4 Curriculum 

DESC's KS4 curriculum prepares our students for their GCSE examinations whilst not compromising on their 
personal and emotional development. Our inclusive ethos ensures that the acquisition of knowledge is 
complimented with development of skill and understanding across an extensive range of choices and 
pathways. Cross curricular links are purposeful and lead to a significant enhancement of transfer of 
learning between different subjects. KS4 has recently undergone a rigorous review, instigated by 
changes to exam specifications, resulting in an acute focus on Reading Literacy, Entrepreneurship and 
ensuring that learning experiences are grounded in real world contexts. The curriculum is also multi-
faceted: Daily, Extra, Super and Cross which ensures that there is breadth and balance as well as 
personalisation and coherence. 

KSS Curriculum 

Post 16 provides further personalisation and choice for all of our students. The Curriculum is 
progressively structured to offer both academic and vocational pathways for our inclusive intake of 
students. Through innovative sequencing and systematic planning, students develop their critical 
thinking and research skills in meaningful and interesting contexts. The DESC Post 16 curriculum champions 
independent learning alongside collaboration whilst enthusing rather than just preparing our students 
for the world of work or further education. All stakeholders (staff, parents, students) are involved in 
regular, holistic reviews of the curriculum and the latest educational research is also used to ensure 
that it remains cutting edge. The DESC curriculum is continuously evolving to ensure that the needs of 
all, not most, are not just met but exceeded. Recent adaptations include our EPQ programme, which has 
enhanced our outstanding provision.
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As can be seen from the year plan above, the academic year is rhythmic with Progress and RISE weeks 
denoting weeks of assessment and exceptional experiences respectively. 

During Progress weeks the College calendar will be kept calm whilst students are completing 
assessments. On the other hand, RISE weeks may include themes or trips for the students to take part 
in without jeopardising curriculum time. 
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Advice for Progress and RISE weeks is shared with all involved in the form of 949 practical advice. 

Progress Week Students 

1. Know when your assessments are
2. Pack your bag carefully the night before
3. Go to bed early all week
4. Eat a healthy breakfast each morning
5. Stay hydrated throughout the day
6. Get outside and relax for at least 30 mins each day
7. Take a deep breath if any assessment questions are tough
8. Remember that you are brilliant and can do this!
9. Plan something you enjoy as a treat at the end of the Progress week

Progress Week Parents 

1. Organise the family calendar carefully
2. Set earlier bed times
3. Enjoy a healthy family meal each evening
4. Get outside each day and enjoy some physical activity together
5. Ask how their assessments were and reassure them
6. Fill the fridge with healthy snacks and water
7. Pop a motivational note in their bag or lunchbox
8. Monitor their screen time and keep it to a minimum
9. Plan a family treat at the end of the Progress week

RISE Week Students 

1. Unplug yourself - breathe and reset
2. Enjoy your lessons and bring enthusiasm and energy
3. Engage with your assessment feedback- don't be afraid to ask...
4. Take the opportunities to Lead and work as a Team
5. Group yourself with someone you haven't worked with before
6. Consider trying a new ECA.
7. Stay active - keep doing what you love
8. Drink even more water - you're going to need it!
9. Enjoy your well-earned break

RISE Week Parents 

1. Introduce a fun morning ritual
2. Play some uplifting music or the radio to brighten up the school run
3. Let your son/daughter teach you something new
4. Enjoy a 'treat' meal as a family
5. Don't forget those dinner time conversations
6. Ask - 'What made you smile today?'.
7. Pack an unexpected treat in their school bag or lunch box
8. Treat them to a 'Holiday Read'
9. Enjoy a well-earned family break
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*Key Stages 4 and 5 also follow a rhythm for their subjects with mock examinations
and study leave planned for in advance. Please refer to the Curriculum and Assessment
Calendar for more information on individual subjects.
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*Key Stages 4 and 5 also follow a rhythm for their subjects with mock examinations
and study leave planned for in advance. Please refer to the Curriculum and Assessment
Calendar for more information on individual subjects.
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